English Language Learning Progressions for Additional Language Learners
The progressions have been adapted from the New Zealand MOE document to track literacy progress of students who are learning English as an additional language. When the student is working at or above the expected level for their age in all the progressions they transfer to the class assessment programme. This may take 2-8 years. Shading shows stages of progress.
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	ORAL LANGUAGE

	Inter personal/social context

	Speaking:
	· Speaking in first language and using some English words
· Not ready to participate, relies on help from friends
· May be silent and observe others 
· Responds to requests about personal details

· Able to give a simple personal recount

	· Using a mixture of English and L1, wants to communicate
· Beginning to participate in pair and small group situations
· Talking about experiences

· Asking questions of others

· Using English in games /play
· Expressing needs and wants, asks for help
	· Participating in pair, small group and beginning to add to class discussions
· Using English confidently and appropriately in a range of situations at school and beyond
· Willing to take risks to communicate spontaneously and freely


	· Confident to use English in all social situations and fully integrated into New Zealand way of life 
· Responds in a way that is appropriate or relevant for the audience  and the purpose of communicating both with peers and adults
· Uses technical, formal and informal vocabulary  accurately in a range of contexts suitable to age level

	Listening:
	· Engages for a short time 
· Understands some high frequency instructions and routines, will copy others
· Needs visuals and gestures

·  Appears to understand questions but may be unable to respond appropriately

· May  join in structured games, activities with support
	· Engaging for an increasing length of time
· Understanding an increasing amount of peer group conversation
· Learning skills to participate in social play

· Is  responding to simple questions more confidently
	· Engaging in interaction in pair, small group and class situations
· Is listening and responding to extended speech

·  Is able to learn new games and social activities from peers
	· Fully integrated in all social situations and observes most social courtesies
· Able to understand extended passages of natural speech from peers
· Able to cope with multiple speakers in interactive contexts

	Content

	Speaking:
	· Says a few isolated words in English
· Uses some learned phrases appropriately
· Is able to express likes /dislikes/yes/no
· Uses some expressions or gestures to show they understand or not
· Learning words for basic concepts and survival English

· May be silent or give inappropriate responses
	·  Is recalling and able to use the main ideas  and some vocabulary from class work with prompts
· Consolidating and extending  essential vocab
· Learning to make requests, comments, offer  information and make short statements
· Can retell a simple procedure
· May ask for help or clarification when not sure at times using words  and gestures and expressions
	· Asking questions, request, give instructions, negotiate, arrange or explain a problem or disagreement
· Is using content words related to class learning

· Using extended speech in familiar curriculum and social contexts

· Speech contains more detailed  information

· Verbalises to process information and able to generalise and express an opinion
	· Takes turns, initiates conversations
· Plans speech but is also spontaneous

· Uses language devices for effect eg puns and irony

· Has the skills to discuss, explain, persuade, justify, instruct, interject, entertain ,describe and retell

	Listening:
	· Understands some basic concepts in simple English such as colours, shapes, feelings but may not be able to verbalise this
· Understands some basic instructions, phrases and simple questions
	· Understands simple, repetitive texts  eg songs, poems, rhymes
· Can follow a short simple story
· Understands simple oral texts but needs strong visual support
· Follows instructions/procedures more closely with support
· Responding  to vocabulary input related to class work
	· Understands some commonly used colloquial and idiomatic expressions

· Follows oral texts from a variety of media with visual support
· Understands most classroom content but  still needs some support

· Is using vocabulary supports to broaden vocabulary across all curriculum areas especially in Maths and Science
	· Understands most curriculum content without support
· Is able to follow sustained listening with and without visual support eg serial story, documentaries, DVD’s
· Will use independent supports to ensure correct meaning
· Consistently on task with all learning and language is not a barrier

	Delivery

	Speaking:
	· May be silent or pause before responding
· Pronunciation may be strongly influenced by L1
	· Pauses and hesitates when speaking but giving it a go and tries to self correct
· Pronunciation is influenced by  first language

· Volume and speed and intonation developing
· Some distinction between minimal pairs eg ship, sheep
	· Pronounces most words correctly 
· Able to retrieve messages or content words in sequence with greater fluency and fewer pauses
· Increasing confidence to use new vocabulary and take risks/self correct
· Responses more spontaneously  
· Able to adapt delivery to the situation
	· Confident to speak with groups in a range of genre

· Uses extended and enriched vocabulary usually with correct pronunciation, volume, speed and intonation
· Some features of L1 may be evident but becoming less

	Understanding
	· Understands some slow clear speech, directly addressed to them, with repetition
· Responds to tone of voice
· Understands some gestures and expressions that accompany speech
· Can understand and respond to a simple request
	· Understands the meanings of gestures, expression and change of volume or tone
· Understands slow, clear, speech using longer phrases with key ideas repeated or clarified
	· Understands short passages of standard NZ English in a range of accents
· Understands extended speech that allows for processing

· Follows the meaning of non-verbal language
	· Is able to listen and comprehend and respond to detailed and extended English from a wide range of sources using a variety of accents and style
· Can understand colloquial and standard English

· Understands the purpose of non verbal features

	Non- verbal responses:
	· Responds with actions, gestures or expressions
· Often responds with silence
	· Follows  non verbal instructions
	· Begins to make use of non- verbal features of English eg gestures, expressions
	· Consciously uses non- verbal of English language to communicate eg gestures for effect, pitch, volume, pace and pauses

	Language Structures

	Speaking:
	· Says single words or may put a few words together in meaningful phrases
· Echoes phrases they hear

· May join in cooperative/shared oral activities

· May respond in first language
	· Uses mostly high frequency  words 
· Vocabulary increasing

·  Sentence structure developing
· Beginning to sort out some grammatical details

· Joins in rhymes,  poems ,songs, cooperative reading
	· Uses structural understandings  to produce  a reasonable
standard of English appropriate to the situation 
· Increasing control of tenses


	· Using an increasing and varied complex language structures with accuracy across all curriculum areas and this is evident in transfer to written work
· Uses features of natural spoken English

· Is able to ask a range of complex questions effectively

· Is able to give more complex and detailed instructions and directions

	Listening:
	· Understands simple words and chunks of sentences, may be out of sequence

	· Understands simple sentences and common phrases in sequence, may need repetition
·  Understands some key words or phrases embedded in longer passages of speech but may have difficulty with the meaning intended

	· Understands some complex sentences
· Is able to follow a short sequence of instructions

· Understands some complete  and incomplete sentences

· Is able to complete dictation tasks at age level with reasonable accuracy
	· Can listen and understand descriptions, directions, instructions and carry them out, make notes
· Can listen to longer passages of natural speech with understanding
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	READING

	Topic Development:
	· Responds to shared books
· A desire to read in English

· Texts are short, containing  one or two simple ideas

· Repetition is often used

· Non fiction texts, familiar topics easier

	· Texts are short and often present ideas in a simple sequence
· A mix of fiction and non fiction, familiar topics easier
· Able to make choices about reading choices
· Is able to read and understand and respond to variety of genre
	· Topics are developed in more depth
· More background knowledge is assumed

· Text types are more varied; reports. procedures, explanations, recounts
· Is able to choose and read independently

	· Reads age appropriate texts with understanding across a range of genre
· Uses the school library for recreation and research

·  Is able to comprehend texts at an age appropriate level and responding well to inference tasks

	Language structures:
	· Reading texts Level 1-3

· Reading texts Level 3-8

· Texts contain single words or short sentences
· Texts contain several sentences
· Usually in subject-verb-object order

	· Reading texts Level  9-14

· Texts contain simple and complex sentences
· Texts use a variety of sentence beginnings
· Developing an understanding of parts of speech
	· Reading texts Level 15  and beyond

· Texts contain a variety of sentence structures
· Is able to identify parts of speech and grammar conventions

	· Texts include a variety of structures

· Sentences may contain several concepts 

	Vocabulary:
	· Basic sight words, high frequency vocabulary
· Texts use some topic specific lower frequency words
	· Texts use repeated high frequency words
· Texts use some topic specific lower frequency words
· Is using a word bank for first language support
	· Texts use varied high frequency words
· Still needs vocabulary support to cope with texts at expected age level
· Identifies unknown vocab independently and finds translation and able to apply this in another context
· More lower frequency and topic specific or technical words used
· Knowledge of prefixes /suffixes and root words
· Is using syllables/chunks for decoding
	· Texts use low frequency vocab and technical words
· May use idiomatic language, similes and metaphors without explanation
· Uses a dictionary and thesaurus effectively

	Layout:
	· Texts have only a few words per page
· Text is well supported with illustrations
	· Texts have about 3 sentences per page
· Text is well supported by illustrations
	· Texts have several sentences or short paragraphs per page and may be supported by illustrations, diagrams, flow chart, graphs etc
	· Texts are arranged in  paragraphs and may have sub headings
· There may be a range of visual supports

	Typical features of reading strategies:
	· Uses visual information
· Survival /everyday vocab developing through reading texts

· Uses meaning and structural information
· Correct directional movement

· 1:1 correspondence

· Letter, word, sentence knowledge well developed

· Is reading short texts using correct punctuation
· First language letter/sound differences may be evident eg r/l ,f/p f/v
· May be unable to discuss the text but understands in L1

· May be able to answer some literal questions

· Fluency still developing
· May read text without decoding the message
	· Using decoding skills, attempting  new words and taking risks
· Is using all blends and digraphs correctly
· Self monitoring using reruns, read on, self correcting, syntax developing
· Using meaning and structure information

· Uses visual information

· Can retell main ideas

· Will use illustrations for prediction

· Can answer literal questions with some detail

· Fluency and expression developing


	· Oral reading is becoming more natural with more attention to details
· Is able to read independently and comprehend a range of simple texts with support
· Can retell or discuss the text with some details

· Can answer literal questions with more detail

· Can answer some inferential questions

· Can use context for prediction
· Can scan text to locate information
	· Can read fluently with expression
· Can understand all reading required across the curriculum for age level
· Is able to read for a sustained length of time
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	WRITING

	Topic Development:
	Stage A

· May write in L1 or a mix

· Stories can be copied
· Stories are short

· May use picture story

· Talk about and use own experiences/familiar topics
Stage B

· Stories are short with organised /listed ideas

· Can choose own topic

· Sentences are connected and relevant
	· Stories are becoming longer with some organisation of ideas
· The main ideas have more detail

· Uses scaffolds to model writing over a range of text types

· Responds well to authentic language experience activities with oral development first  


	· Ideas are often organised in a sequence, list or paragraph
· Stories make sense to the reader

· Able to develop ideas independently  with vocabulary input especially related to first hand experience
· Use of imagination developing

· Is able to write longer texts using appropriate conventions with scaffolding for certain styles


	· Writing independently and

 confidently in all curriculum areas
· Ideas are developed, sustained,

sequenced and connected

· Texts may follow a model and is able to produce a recount, description, information report, narrative, procedure, exposition, explanation, showing understanding of the purpose of each
· Excellent transfer shown from oral skills  to written achievement levels

	Sentence development and Language Structures and features:
	Stage A
· Correct direction
· Uses spaces between words

· Correct word order developing
Stage B

· Putting words together to express ideas
· Simple  sentences attempted

· Grammar awareness emerging, articles, gender, verb endings ,pronouns, present/past tense
· Repetition  of known words
	· Mainly  simple sentences are developing, with a knowledge of a variety of structures shown eg sentence beginnings, joining words
· Keen to give it a go and take risks and to show work to others
· Correct punctuation more consistent

· Is sorting out grammar with support

	· A variety of sentence structures can be seen
· Linking words are used to connect ideas into meaningful groups and sentences
· Grammar and tense, article use is still developing but becoming more consistent
· Trying to use and transfer recently learned structures

· Whole text has many strengths and learner is receptive to suggestions to improve specific weaknesses
	· Understands and uses required formal language features and structures, parts of speech for age level
· Texts include a range of sentence structures and may need help  with some inaccuracies

· Oral and written structure usage consistent eg correct grammar, tense use

	Vocabulary development:
	Stage A
· Basic sight words developing from memory and understanding
Stage B
· Linking words eg and, so

· Correct use of most high frequency words

· Interest words attempted
	· A greater range of vocabulary is being used and spelled correctly
· Using nouns, verbs, adjectives,

· Stories sometimes include vocab from other curriculum areas
	· Stories include more technical words
· Singular, plural use 

· Prefixes and suffixes antonyms
· Texts still need vocabulary development through prior oral work
· Choosing own vocabulary and synonyms used
	· Academic vocabulary developing in a range of curriculum areas
· Is using a range of language features for effect, similes ,metaphors, figurative language, thinking verbs, connectives
· Direct translations may cause difficulty with word choices

	Script Control:
	Stage A
· Is  able to form some symbols correctly / may need to copy
Stage B

· Able to attempt own writing

· Effective pencil grip

· Form/ position/ size of all letters and numbers correct 
	· Handwriting is clearer and more consistent with good spacing and use of upper and lower case letters
· Slope and linking developing


	· Script is clear and legible
· Writing is fluent and presented well
	· Established  efficient writing style

	Editing, Spelling and Punctuation:
	Stage A
· Able to write some words correctly

· Beginning to use memory and phonemic awareness

Stage B
· Attempts to spell words,
· Beginning to use punctuation

· May use self correction

· Basic consonants correct , two letter blends, digraphs ,vowels developing
	· Increasing known bank of essential spelling words and interest words

·  Attempting new words phonetically,  all consonants correct
· Full stops and upper case letters question marks  often used correctly or able to recognise how to edit work with help
· Short vowels more consistent and adapting  to NZ accent
	· Spelling at level similar to age level 

· Phonological knowledge well developed 

· Sorting out irregular spellings

· Able to recognise errors and correct with support
· Use of commas, direct speech, apostrophes contractions
· Use of homonyms/homophones developing
	· Writing shows evidence of independent, accurate proof reading and editing
· Surface features usually controlled and is able to self correct independently
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